




What About ... 

IheGospel 

G
reetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
This pamphlet has been prepared to show you how 
much we need the Gospel, why it is such good news, 

how we receive it and how we respond to it 

Why do we need the Gospel? 
We cannot really understand how good the message ofthe 

Gospel is until we understand howbad our situation is without 
it. We are poor miserable sinners. We sin daily and deserve 
nothing but God's wrath and punishment. 

Without Jesus Christ, our situation would be totally 
hopeless. The Scriptures describe human beings as dead in 
trespasses and sin.Without the mercy and cleansing of God 
through the blood of Jesus Christ, there awaits for us only 
everlasting punishment in hell. Thus, we need the Gospel­
desperately! 

What is the Gospel? 
The word "gospel" is a translation of a Greek word that 

means, "an announcement of good news:' The Gospel is the 
good news that God the Holy Trinity decided not to abandon 
humanity when Adam andEve first fell into sin. God decided 
then and there that sin and death would not have the last word. 
He promised to send aSavior. 

When the time was right, God sent His Son into our world 
to be born of the Virgin Mary. Our Lord Jesus Christ lived a 
perfect life for us. On the cross, He received the penalty and 
punishment for the sins ofthewhole world, offering Himselfas 
the perfect sacrifice for sin. Jesus rose from the dead, victorious 
over our ancient enemies: sin, death and the devil. 

Therefore, each Christian is able with great joy and confi­
dence to declare before the whole world:"My Lord Jesus Christ 
has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased 
and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of 
the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious 
blood and with His innocent suffering and death:' 

What glorious good news! The one, true eternal and all­
powerful God came into our world to live, suffer, die and rise 
again for us.We, who are unholy and unrighteous, receive the 
forgiveness ofall our sins and thus receive the perfect holiness 
and righteousness ofChrist ourSavior-as afree gift-purely 
because of His love for us. That is good news! That is the 
Gospel! 

How do we receive this great salvation in our lives today? 
How do we personally receive the forgiveness Christ won 

for the entire world? How does what happened on the cross 
nearly 2,000 years ago flow into our lives today? 

Here too there is very good news. God, through His Gospel, 
offers us forgiveness and help againstsin in more than one way. 
God is srnpassingly rich in His grace. He gives His Gospel to us 
through His Word, through Baptism,through the Sacrament of 
the Altar, and through confession and absolution. These are the 
ways God enters our lives today to apply to us personally the 
great salvation Christ won for the world. 

The Holy Spirit works through the Word ofthe Gospel to 
create and sustain faith in our heart that Christ is the Savior of 
theworld, and thus our Savior too. The Bible is theWord ofGod, 
written down for our learning and edification. The Scriptures 
are filled with the good news of Jesus Christ and all that He has 
done for us. Through the almighty, Spirit-filledWord, God gath­
ers us into His church,which is trulythe mother that begets and 
bears every Christian through theWord ofGod. The HolySpirit 
is present, effective and active through the Word when it is pro­
claimed, heard and meditated upon. 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism is water included in God's 
command and combined with God's Word; or as St Paul says 
in Holy Scripture, "The washing of water with the word:' 
Through Baptism,we are made partakers ofChrist's death and 
resurrection. Therefore, we know that Baptism works forgive­
ness ofsins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal 
life to all who believe. Since Baptism is connected to the Word 
and promise of God, it is truly a life-giving water, rich in 
grace-a washing ofthe new birth in the Holy Spirit 

Christ has provided a special application of the Gospel 
through confession and absolution. Confession is admitting 
our sins to God and receiving His forgiveness from our pastor, 
as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by 
it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven. Thus, by divine 
ordinance, Christ Himself has entrusted absolution to his 
Christian church and commanded us to absolve one another 
from sins. 

The Lord's Supper is the true body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ 
Himself, for us Christians to eat and to drink. In the Lord's 
Supper, Christ's body and blood are given to us as our treasure 
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What About the Gospel? 

and gift which sustains our faith and life in Him. If you are 
heavy-laden a~d feel your weakrless, go joyfully to the 
Sacrament and receive refreshment, comfort and strength. 

Those who want to be forgiven by God and who want to 
enjoy His presence in their lives, hunger and thirst for the Word 
and Sacraments. With the Psalmist we say, "My soul thirsts for 
God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?" 
God has provided the means to receive Him. So, Christians 
hunger and thirst for God's Word, absolution, the Sacrament, 
etc.We have the certainty that God meets us and gives us what 
we need in His means of grace. The forgiveness Christ won 
for the world on the cross is applied to us personally by 
God through His Word and Sacraments. What ajoy for us to 
know that where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life 
and salvation. 

Thus, we believe that we cannot, by our oWn reason or 
strength, believe in Jesus Christ our Lord, or come to Him; but 
the Holy Spirit calls us by the Gospel, enlightens us with His 
gifts, sanctifies and keeps us in the true faith. In the same way, 
He calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian 
church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true 
faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all of 
our sins, and t1-}e sins of all believers. 

How does God cause us to respond to His Gospel? 
We love God because He first loved us. Our Lord is at work 

in us both to will and to do what is pleasing to Him. Christians 
look to the Ten Commandments to know what is pleasing to 
God and wish to serve Him in gratitude for the great salvation 
that is theirs in Christ. 

From the Word of God we learn that God wants us to put 
Him first, above any other person or thing, to respect His name 
and not misuse it, to hear and obey His Word. Children are to 
honor and obey their parents and others in authority. We are to 
look out for the welfare ofothers,doing nothing to hurt or harm 
our neighbor. We are to live sexually pure and decent lives,with 
husbands andwives loving and honoring each another. Inlook­
ing out for our neighbor's welfare and helping him to improve 
and protect his property and business, we are also to take care 
not to lie about our neighbor, but to help, support and defend 
him in every need, and, finally, we are to be content with what 
we have been given, and not want what is not ours. 

What ajoyful privilege we have to serve God and others! He 
gives us the opportunity to bear witness to our faith through 
both our words and our deeds. 

How is the Gospel obscured? 
The Gospel is obscured by well-intentioned people who 

want to encourage a life of good works, and end up making 
Christians think that it is by their works that they are saved. 
This is a great danger. Through His Word and Sacraments, 
Jesus is constantly working in our lives to forgive our sins and 
strengthen our relationship with God. God always receives the 
credit for our salvation. He is the one working in us. This is not 
something we can do. Our good works are the result of God's 
love in our hearts and lives. Our good works in this life do 
not save us, only Christ saves us. Works serve our neighbor 
and show to the world that we are grateful for God's mercy in 
our lives. 

Another way the Gospel canbe obscured is when too much 
emphasis is put on an emotional response to the Gospel. Some 
Christians believe that unless they have some sort of ecstatic, 
charismatic experience, or feel some sort of"spiritual high;' 
they are not really Christians. It is truly sad that some people 
look into their own hearts for the securitythat they are children 
ofGod, instead of putting their hope and trust in the objective 
work of Christ for them, and in the means God uses to come to 
them-His Word and Sacraments. 

If we find ourselves beginning to ask, 'ivn I doing 
enough?" or thinking,"It doesn't matter what I do, for God will 
forgive me anyway,' then we are at risk oflosing Christ and His 
forgiveness. We look always to Jesus and put ourhope and trust 
in Him. He is our Savior.And, that's good news! 

All blessing, honor, thanks and praise to Father, Son and 
Spirit, the God who saved us by His grace. All glory to His 
merit! 0 triune God in heaven above, you have revealed your 
saving love.Your blessed name we hallow. 

- Dr.A. L. Barry 
President 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
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July 4 
July 8 
July 8 
July 13 
July 13 
July 14 
July 20 
July 20 
July 22 
July 24 
July 25 
July 28 
July 29 
July 30 
July 30 

Joann Nottingham 
Rachael Beck 
Micah Hardy 
Cortney Brewer 
Connie Nord 
Nick Henson 
Jake Nord 
Jennifer Quast 
Joann Hart 
Katie Parry 
Stephanie Schempp 
Lauren McCarron 
Mary Ward 
Ethan Lowder 
Melody Ward 

July 3
 
July 11
 
July 13
 
July 14
 
July 16
 
July 20
 
July 28
 
July 31
 

Brilee Young 
Denise Kaveney 
Kathy Hitch 
Bryan Reichert 
Jennifer Cloyd 
Ruth Gerike 
Eugene Fuller 
Erin Dirks 
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SCHEDULES PAGE FOR JULY
 
DATE 
07/05/09 

07/12/09 

07/19/09 

TIME 
8:00 AM. Communion 
Beck, Davis 
Fuller Ross 
8:00 AM. 
D. Orr Field 

8:00 AM. Communion 
Gerike, Hardy 
Parry, Seme1ka 

ELDERS 
Rob Cochran 

Dewey Beck 

Nathan Kluender 

TIME 
10:30 AM. Communion 
Brewer, Eikenberg 

10:30 A.M. Communion 
Bryan Reichert, Dirks 
Noth, Schroeder 

10:30 AM. 
Brewer, Sompong 

I 

07/26/09 

I 

8:00 AM. 
N. Hitch, R. Hitch 

John Hardy 10:30 A.M. Communion 
Andrew Cochran, Rob Cochran, 
Eikenberg, Schroeder 

ACOLYTES
 

Date 8:00AM 10:30 AM 
July 5 Matthew Holland Justin Nelson 

. July 12 Joshua Parry Alexandra Knuckey 
July 19 Kaitlin Cu1p Johana Kirchner 
July 26 Nolan Scholl Travis Henson 

Date 8:00 A.M. 10:30 A.M. 
July 5 Dewey Beck Laurie B1iese 
July 12 Jill Holland Heather Lowder 
July 19 Tammy Scholl Paula Hardy 
July 26 Stephanie Schempp Diana Patterson 

NURSERY
 

WORKERS
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"The Mountaineers"
 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
 

Jr. Youth Page
 
June has been a busy month! We started off with a movie 
night and BBQ, participated in an exciting week of VBS, 
and then ended with a church camp out. July will be just as 
busy for Sherry and me. We will be taking some vacation 
time with family. As of now, we do not have a formal 
schedule for July. But we hope to be getting together for 
some fun activities such as bowling and movie nights. 
Watch out for emails and mailers coming soon! 

God's Always Doing 
Great Exciting Things! 
Wow, what a week. We had a great time in Gadget's
 
Garage learning how God makes all things new!
 
We had story time, crafts, Bible Challenge and Rhythms,
 

snacks and game time. We even got to meet Gadget himself one 
evening. We wanted to thank all the people who helped make 
our Vacation Bible School a great success. 
Many people helped by sponsoring a child and providing 
supplies. Others helped the children learn the Bible verses, make 
crafts, prepare the snacks, and lead Bible stories, openings and 
closings. It was a great team effort. 

There is one group I wanted 
to personally thank - our 
Junior Youth. This year, 
they participated as helpers 
during VBS! Maria, 
Karson, Emilia, Alexandra 
and her friend, and Rachel 
and her friend Emily all helped as group 
leaders. Sara helped in the craft area. Lucas and Nick 
kept the children active during game time. Emilia even 
helped lead the song actions for the youngest group. I 
hope I didn't forget anyone! Thank you all for your hard 
work and giving hearts! 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER
 
"Freed to Live" 

On July Fourth we pause as a nation to reflect on the meaning of "Independence Day." The 
Declaration of Independence was written to begin the process of gaining freedom from being a 
colony of England and chart our own course as a nation. But freedom is not something that you 
simply declare and it happens. Our freedom is something that was purchased at a high price. 
From the time of the Revolutionary War after July 4, 1776 to our war today in the Middle East 
many brave men and women have. laid their lives on the line to fight for and defend our freedom 
as citizens of the United States of America. Thousands upon thousands of those brave soldiers 
shed their blood and gave up their tomOlTOWS so that we can be freed to live our todays and 
tomorrows in the greatest country in the world and enjoy freedoms that millions of people in the 
world can only dream about. 

As that old saying goes, 'freedom is notfree." It is fitting and proper for us to remember and 
honor those who have given their all not just on July Fourth but throughout the year. They made 
the ultimate sacrifice so that we can be free! We also do well to remember and honor our brave 
men and women who continue to put their lives on the line so that we may be free to live. 

It is also fitting and proper for us to remember and appreciate our spiritual freedom from sin, 
death and eternal condemnation. That freedom is not something that the strongest army in the 
world could obtain. That freedom is not something that we can earn or even deserve. It is the 
free gift of God who loved the world so much that He gave up His one and only Son who shed 
His holy precious blood so that we might have a peace that passes all human understanding and 
freedom that will last for eternity. 

Our fitting and proper response for all that God has done for us in Christ is to live our lives in 
ways that honor Him and bless others. We call that proper response to God's love Christian 
Stewardship. As redeemed stewards we, in cooperation with and encouragement from fellow 
redeemed stewards, freely and joyfully manage all oflife and life's resources for God's 
purposes. God delights in loving and giving and sends us His Holy Spirit to empower us to also 
grow in our loving of God and others and our giving of time, talent, treasure and any of the other 
blessings God has entrusted to us. 

"Lord ofglory, You have bought us With Your life blood as the price,
 
Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice;
 

Give us faith to trust You boldly, Hope, to stay our souls on You;
 
·But, oh, best ofall Your graces, With Your love our love renew." (LSB 851)
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LWML - LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
 
It is time to think about purchasing school supplies and items for the health kits. Stores will 

soon begin running their ads for these materials. This allows us to obtain more supplies at a 

great savings in cost. Our goals this year is to obtain $450.00 in receipts. Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans will refund this amount through The Care Abounds in Communities Program. School 

bags, which are already cut, are available for those who wish to sew them. They are in a basket 

under the table in the church narthex. A box marked LWML RECEIPTS will be on the table in the 

narthex to collect the receipts. IT IS IMPORTANT that you put your name, and appropriate time 

spent. (This includes travel time to and from the store as well as time spent purchasing the 

items.) Note whether you are a Thrivent member (Y or N will suffice.) Your name will be used 

only to count how many DIFFERENT PEOPLE have participated in this project and will not be 

used in our report to Thrivent. The total number of Thrivent Associate Members, Benefit 

Member and Non-members will be turned into the chapter. The number of people involved is 

important in securing future grants. During our 2008 project a number of people turned in 

more than one receipt. This aided us in reaching our projected monetary goal. A LIST OF 

SUPPLIES needed will be on the table in the church narthex. This is a win-win situation! With 

your help we can truly make a difference. If you have any questions or comments regarding 

this project,. you may contact Audrey Gronert at 452-5161. Thank you! 

LLL News
 
It is FAIR time again! I'm sure that the 4Her's have been preparing for months. The McLean 

County Fair is July 29 - 31 and Aug 1-2. The Lutheran Laymen's League, Bloomington Zone 2, is 

sponsoring a display. This is a ministry where tracts, brochures and pictures bearing the truth 

of God's Word are voluntarily taken, other mementos are handed out, and conversation may 

be initiated. It is a good and rewarding experience for the participants. If you are visiting the 

fair, stop by the display. You are welcome to help yourself to any of the material and register 

for the draWing. We need volunteers to serve in the booth in 2 or 3 hour shifts. Hours to man 

the booth are 10 am to 9 pm. Thursday, July 30th is Senior Day and they will get in free. We 

expect that to be true this year as well. If you are a Farm Bureau Member, you can get in free 

on Wednesday, July 29th
. We have passes for the volunteers who need them. 

Come out and help and enjoy the fair! 
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Annual Good Shepherd Church 

Picnic! 

Be sure to mark your calendars 
to join us on Sunday, August 16 th 

for our annual picnic. Watch 

for more information soon! 

PICNIC 
HELPII HELPII SOMEONE PLEASE HELP!llll 

Do you have approximately one hour every 3 months (that is about 4 hours per 

year) to donate to the church? We need someone to do the scheduling of 

volunteers for the nursery coverage during the Sunday morning worship services. 

Good Shepherd has provided a supervised nursery duringtt:le 8:00 and 10:30 

services since 2004, however we cannot continue to do so without the willingness 

of volunteers! Please consider volunteering for the role of coordinating the 

nursery schedule. If interested, contact Tammy Scholl at jtnescholl@comcast.net 

NEW - Pre-Order The lutheran Study Bible from Concordia Publishing House 

Engage in devotional, Christ-centered reading and study with the distinctive, 

comprehensive notes and practical application of The Lutheran Study Bible. This 

new Bible is the first in English to be developed from the ground-up with notes 

that are uniquely Lutheran. The Lutheran Study Bible draws together a depth of 

scholarly notes with rich devotional insights to provide meaningful perspective for 

both young and mature Christians. Be sure to visit www.cph.org(lutheranbible 

for additional samples, other information, and order and pricing information. A 

display with more information is in the church narthex. Pre-order your copy at 

cph.org(lutheranbible or by calling 1-800-325-3040. 

10 



SaturdayFridayThursdayWednesdayTuesdayMonday 

July 2009 

Sunday 

5 8 am - Worship I 6 
w/HC 
9:15 - 8.8. & Adult
 
Bible 8tudy
 
following Fellowship
 
10:30 - Worship
 
District Convention
 
in 8prinafield ------ci>
 

12 8 am - Worship 
9: 15 - 8.8. & Adult
 
Bible 8tudy
 
following Fellowship
 
10:30 - Worship
 
w/HC
 

19 8 am - Worship I 20 
w/HC 
9:15 - 8.8. & Adult
 
Bible 8tudy
 
following Fellowship
 

10:30 - Worsh~'p +. 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

2~ 8 am - Worship 
9.15 - 8.8. & Adult 
Bible 8tudy 
following Fellowship 

I :~~g- ~O~hiP 

2 3 4 
1-4:00 pm­ 7-8:00 pm­
Quilt 8ewing Prayer Vigil 
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Happy 4th! 
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18 

21 
7:00 pm­
Church Council 

24 25 

---------+--------­

I 27 
I 

I ~:~i~~:Ck_&
 

28 
LWML-

No Meeting
 

I I!~,~~=~~~~~-------------- ~1----------=-=_-~~_-----_----1~-_--~--------------------I 
. 
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