




What About ... 

The Apostles' Creed 

What does it mean to confess the Christian faith? 
There is nothing more sure or certain in this life than the 

word and promise of God. With the words of the Apostles' 
Creed, Christians through the ages have responded to God's 
Word to them.With the Psalmist we pray,"0 Lord, open my 
lips, and my mouth shall confess your praise" (Ps. 51:15). The 
word "creed" comes from the Latin word, "credo;' which 
means,"I believe?'To "confess"means to make adeclaration of 
what one believes.When we confess the faith of the Christian 
church in the words of the Apostles' Creed, we are confessing 
our belief in who the Holy Trinity is, and what God has done 
for us. Each section, or article, of the Apostles' Creed speaks 
about the work of one of the persons ofthe Holy Trinity: the 
Father, the Son and the Holy SpiritEach article oftheApostles' 
Creed is our opportunity to speak back to God, and to each 
other, the mighty deeds of the Holy Trinity by which He has 
created us, by which He has redeemed us, and by which He 
keeps us in the one true faith until life eternal. This is avery 
important dimension ofour faith and worship ofGod. 

What do we confess about God the Father? 
"I believe in Godt the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth." 
We all believe in one true God, maker of the earth and 

heaven. "Our Father:'he would have us say; children's plJue to us 
has given. He haspledged always tofeed US; body, soul, to keep, to 
nourish Through all evil he will lead us, guards us well that we 
mayflourish. He caresfor us by day and nightandgoverns all 
things by his might. J 

That there is a god is a truth known to all human beings 
simply from the very existence of all things. This is called the 
natural knowledge of God. There is nothing very remarkable 
about believing that there is agod. Only afool says,"there is no 
god" (Ps. 53: 1). The real issue is not that people believe in no 
god,but that they are tempted to believe in agod who is not the 
one, true God. Or, that they are tempted to put in the place of 
the true God,"gods"ofour culture, like money, success, popu­
larity or pleasure.. 

The first article of the Apostles' Creed declares that 
Christians believe, teach and confess that the one, true god is 
none other than the One who has made the heavens and the 
earth, and everything in them. But more than that, He is our 

Father who provides and cares for us as a father cares for his 
beloved children. 

We believe that He has made us and has given us all the 
good things we have in this life. This He has done purely out of 
the love He has for us as ourFather. He not only gives us life, He 
also defends us, guards us, and protects us during this life, so 
that we will join Him inheaven for all eternity There is nothing 
in us that makes us worthy ofthe good things God gives us. It 
is all from His love as afather. How glorious it is to know that 
the same God who created heaven and earth also created each 
one us and cares for us personally. 

What do we confess about God the Son? 
"I believe in Jesus Ch.ri~ his only Son, our Lordt who 

was conceivedbythe HolySpirittbomofthe virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,was crucifi~died andwas 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 
He will come to judge the livingand the dead." 

We all believe in Christ, His Son, whom as Lord we are 
addressing, ofequal Godhead, throne, and migh~ sourceofevery 
grace andblessing. Born ofMary, virgin mother, by thepowerof 
the Spiri~ made true man, our human brother through whom 
sonship we inherit; He, crucifiedfor sinful men, through God's 
power rose to life again. 

We are able to believe that God is our Father, because of 
what His Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, came into this world to 
do: to live perfectly in our place, to suffer and die to pay for the 
sin of the world, and then to rise victorious over humanity's 
most ancient and most evil enemies: sin, death and the devil. 

Jesus Christ, the second person of the HolyTrinity, the Son 
ofGod from all eternity; was born of the VIrgin Mary, to offer 
up to the Father His precious body and blood for the forgive­
ness of the sins ofthe world. Through this sacrifice, the Son of 
God won for us reconciliation and peace with God,apeace that 
had been shattered by sin, both the original sin common to all 
human beings and the sin that is unique to each of us. 

At the Father's command, Christ came into this world to do 
all this for us so that we would be His very own by faith, serv­
ing Him and living for Him. Our hope is in the One who rose 
from the grave and nowlives as our Savior for all eternity How 



What about the Apostles' Creed? 

blessed we are to have been brought to the knowledge that 
Jesus Christ is the Savior ofthe world and that in Him we have 
the full and free forgiveness of all of our sins and the promise 
ofetemallife forever with Him in heaven. 

What do we confess about the Holy Spirit? 
"I believe in the HolySpirit, theholyChristian church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the res­
urrection ofthe body, and the life everlasting?' 

We all confess the Holy Ghost, who grants comfort, grace, 
and power. He, with the Father and the Son, robes us for the 
triumph hour, keeps the Church his own creation, in true unity 
ofthe spirit; hereforgiveness and salvation come to us through 
Jesus'merit. The body risen, we then shall be in life with God 
eternally. Amen. 

The Holy Trinity, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, three persons,equal in majestyand togetherbeing of 
one essence, truly does love us as His own dear children. The 
Holy Spirit calls us into fellowship with the 'llinity,by the pow­
erful means of grace that God has given: the Word and 
Sacraments. With the Word and Sacraments, He keeps the 
entire church on earth in the one, true and saving faith. 

As Luther explains in his Large Catechism, the Holy Spirit 
works in our life throughthe churchbecausethe church"is the 
mother that begets and bears every Christian through the 
Word ofGod The Holy Spirit reveals and preaches that Word, 
and by it He illumines and kindles hearts so that they grasp 
and accept it, cling to it,and persevere in it' In the church, the 
Spirit ofGod is dailypouring out the forgiveness ofsins in rich 
measure so that on the last day we will rise from dead and join 
all believers in Christ in etemallife. Dailywewant to thank and 
praise God the Holy Spirit for His workin our lives. 

Whydo we use creeds? 
Some church bodies shy away from making formal state­

ments offaith. The Lutheran church is not hesitant to use the 
historic, universal (ecumenical) creeds. We use the Apostles' 
Creed,the Nicene Creed and the Athanasian Creed. These three 
ancient creeds are how we confess the one, true faith of the 
Christian church and they help us to identify with all believers 
in Christ throughout all ages. 

The historic creeds are, as our church recently stated in 
convention,"the cherished possession of the entire church 
down through the ages and are not just the expression of any 
one individual. The church has maintained the confession of 
these creeds and has even suffered martyrdom rather than 
denythe faith confessed in them:' Therefore, the use ofthe his­
toric Christian creeds is avery important part of Lutheran 
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worship services. Because we know that personal, individual 
statements of faith are oftentimes subject to imprecise and 
even erroneous confessions of the faith of the church, we dis­
courage the use of informal statements of faith in the public 
worship of the church. 

Creeds serve as away to make sure that the church contin­
ues to believe what the Word of God teaches. The treasure of 
truth in the Word of God is what we wish to confess and to 
stand for as a church. It is based on these truths, as confessed 
in the Apostles' Creed, that the people of God are led to serve 
Him in both word and deed. 

When we confess the Apostles' Creed, and the other his­
toric creeds,we confess the faith ofthe Christian church.We do 
so with joy and confidence. With these words on our lips and 
in our hearts,we have the assurance that we are speakingback 
to God the truths He has first spoken to us. And thus, with con­
fidence in the Lord's sure and certain Word, we say, "This is 
most certainly true:' 

1. Martin Luther. We All Believe in One True God, Hymn 213 in Lutheran 
Worship (Stlouis: Concordia Publishing House, 1982). 

-Dr.A.L.Barry 
President 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 



SCHEDULES PAGE FOR JUNE
 
DATE TIME ELDERS TIME I 

06/07/09 8:00 AM. Communion 
D. Orr, Field 
Gerike, Hardy 

Steve Parry 10:30 A.M. Communion 
Dirks, Eikenberg 

10:30 AM. Communion 
Brewer, Bryan Reichert 
Noth, Schroeder 
10:30 AM. 
Dirks, Sompong 

10:30 AM. Communion 
Andrew Cochran, Marvin Huth 
Mike Huth, Rob Cochran 

06/14/09 8:00A.M. 
Parry, Semelka 

Barry Hamlin 

06/21/09 8:00 AM. Communion 
Kluender, N. Hitch 
R. Hitch, Schempp 

Paul Gerike 

06/28/09 8:00 AM. 
Craig Culp, Matthew Cu1p 

Rob Cochran 

NURSERY
 
WORKERS
 

Date 8:00AM 10:30 AM 

I June 7 Stephanie Schempp Sheri Piper 

June 14 DawnBeck Stacia Dowell 
June 21 Joann Hart Jennifer McCarron 
June 28 Toni Lueck Todd Lowder 

Date 18:00A.M. 110:30 A.M. I 

June 7 Ethan Bliese Emma Scholl 

June 14 Ben Holland Maria Kirchner ACOLYTES 
June 21 Holden Lueck Morgan Knuckey 

June 28 Rachael Beck Nicholas Henson I 
I 
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June 2 
June 3 
June 3 
June 5 
June 6 
June 7 
June 7 
June 8 
June 11 
June 13 
June 13 
June 14 
June 14 
June 14 
June 15 
June16 
June 17 
June 18 
June 19 
June 20 
June 20 
June 21 
June 23 
June 24 
June 25 
June 26 
June 28 
June 29 
June 29 
June 30 

Paula Hardy 
Dawn Miles 
Justin Nelson 
Aimee Beam 
Brad Gerike 
Deborah Huber 
Eric Orr 
Mike Field 
Kent Warren 
Penny Culp 
Chris Parker 
William McNeely 
Chris Patterson 
Richard Ross 
Ruth Gerike 
Marlene Hitch 
Kathy Vize 
Michael Bower 
Valerie Thompson 
Denise Kaveney 
Katie Nord 
Erin Dirks 
Eugene Fuller 
Kathy Hitch 
Alexandra Beam 
Tammy Brewer 
Madison Thompson 
Steve Davis 
Martha Prescher 
Bryan Reichert 

June 1 
June 1 
June 2 
June 3 
June 6 
June 7 
June 7 
June 17 
June 20 
June 22 
June 22 
June 24 
June 30 

Craig Culp 
Christian Dowell 
Harriet Campbell 
William Dowell 
John Durbin 
Bradley Gerike 
Mandy Pearson 
Casey Scott 
Gerald Semelka 
Alyssa Nelson 
Justin Nelson 
Jillian Sompong 
Alexandra Knuckey 
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"The Mountaineers" 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Jr. Youth Activity Calendar 

CAMP OUT: New Date and Time!!! 
Friday, June 26th 6:00pm 2nd Annual VBS Campout! 
We have moved the campout to the Friday after VBS ends. 
We will be starting setting up camp at 6:00pm on Friday and break camp 
at 9:00am Saturday morning after breakfast and devotions. Weather 
permitting, we will show a double 

feature outside: National Treasure and National Treasure: 
Book of Secrets, both rated PG. Late Dinner BBQ and 
Breakfast will be provided. Bring a snack to share with the 
group. We will be inviting our new members entering the 5th 

grade to join us for a night of fun - you know who you are! 
Are you ready? Come join us at the campfire for some 
marshmallows and hot chocolate - I'll bring more wood this 
year to keep the fire going all night long! More information to 
come. Activity suggestions welcome 

Friday Night Event: June 5th 5:30 - 9:00pm 
Come join us at our home for a movie night and BBQ. We will start the evening off with a BBQ 
and game time. Bring your favorite PS-2 or Wii game to challenge your friends. After dinner, 
we will group together for a short devotion and then watch a movie. What movie would you like 
to watch? - send your suggestions via email, you may even get extra points for our annual 
auction! (movie must be G or PG rated, sorry). 

Calling all Kids! VBS is almost here. 
Be on the lookout for Gadget and his friend Gizmo! They are part 
of the exciting new Vacation Bible School Adventure coming this 
month. We will explore Gadget's Garage and check out his creation, 
Gizmo the Robot. With Gadget and Gizmo, we will discover how 
God's Always Doing Great Exciting Things! 

Dates: June 15th _19 th 

Time: 6:00pm - 8:00pm 

Be sure to sign up at church or use the 
online registration - its easy. Just follow 
the link from our church's homepage to 
our VBS site. 
See Chris or Sherry Parker for more information. 
Be sure to invite your friends to come join the fun! 
Church Website: Goodshepherdblm.org 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER
 
June used to be the most popular month for weddings. "She's a June Bride" was a phrase that 
worked itself into our vocabulary. June may no longer be the most popular month for weddings 
but weddings do give us an image of how God relates to His people. In Old Testament times 
God referred to Israel as His bride. He stated clearly that He as her husband would be faithful to 
all His promises of love, care and protection for His bride. 

Marriage was instituted by God as a special relationship in which one man and one woman 
pledge themselves to love each other in good times and in bad times, in sickness and in health, 
and forsaking all others, remain faithful to each other so long as they both shall live. God was 
faithful to His bride, but His bride was unfaithful again and again. God in His love sent "wake 
up calls" after "wake up calls" to win His bride back. The story of Israel in the Old Testament 
and, sadly, in the church of today indicates that God's bride is not nearly as faithful as He is. 

In the New Testament, especially in the Book of Revelation, the image of Christ and the church 
is also that of a bridegroom and His bride. Jesus loved the church, His bride, and gave Himself 
up for her because He wanted to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through 
the Word, and to present her to Himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 
blemish, but holy and blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27 NIV). 

As Christian stewards we are members of the body of Christ-His church, His bride. We are 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to be faithful stewards who seek to honor God and bless others 
through our wise stewardship of time, talents, treasure and all the other blessings God pours out 
upon us. 

By the way, Father's Day also falls in June. Those of us who are blessed to have godly fathers 
know what it means to have someone in authority who really loves and cares for us. God, our 
Heavenly Father, loves us far more than any earthly father could. He demonstrated this by 
sending His only begotten Son to be our Savior and by showering so many other spiritual and 
material blessings upon us. 

Our response to God's love and lavishness is what we call stewardship. Stewards are those who 
recognize that God is the Owner of all things and they are simply managers or trustees of that 
which God has entrusted to them. To make this even more personal think of it in this way: 
"God's redeemed stewards, in partnership with and encouragementfromfellow redeemed 
stewards,freely andJOYfully manage all oflife and life's resourcesfor God's purposes." 
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Your Help is Needed! !
 

Tuition Aid Forms for 2009/2010 are due to the Church Office or a member of the Board of 
Education by June 1,2009. Forms and guidelines for children attending Trinity Lutheran 
School (K_gth

) can be picked up in the Narthex. Please contact any Board of Education member 
with any questions. 

Thanks to all the volunteers who have signed up to assist with Summer Sunday School. There 
are still opportunities to participate in a rewarding ministry and give a well-deserved break to 
our Sunday School teachers. Opportunities are available for Bible Games (no running 
required), Crafts, and Bible Stories Lessons. All supplies will be provided. The children will 
rotate between the three stations, spending 20 minutes in each location. Thanks to those 
volunteers who have already signed up. 

God's Always Doing Great, Exciting Things at Gadget's Garage. Join us on June 15 - 19 from 
6 - g pm. Kids preschool through 5th grade meet friends, explore Bible stories, do fun activities 
and sing great songs. We expect a great response, so enroll your child or grandchild today. To 
register, stop by the registration/volunteer sign-up table, or register online at 
www.Goodshepherdblm.org,just click on the VBS link on the main page to get to the VBS 
home page and registration link. To have a successful VBS, WE NEED YOU! Through the 
dedication ofour members and friends who volunteer at VBS, we minister to 40-50 children 
each year with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. If you aren't a part ofVBS yet, why not sign-up 
today? If you can help some days, just one day, every day, or in advance with set-up, we have 
many levels of involvement to suit your schedule and interests. If you would like to help by 
sponsoring a child you may pick up an envelope at the VBS table. To sponsor one child is 
$15.00. Checks may be payable to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and please put VBS on the 
memo line. See the Sign-up table in the Narthex or call Sherry Parker for more information. 

The school year has flown by and Summer Sunday School is right around the comer. Please 
see the sign-up sheets on the table in the Narthex for an opportunity to participate in a 
rewarding ministry and give a well-deserved break to our Sunday School teachers. 
Opportunities are available for Bible Games (no running required), Crafts, and Bible Stories 

Lessons. All supplies will be provided. The children will rotate between the three stations, 
spending 20 minutes in each location. Thanks to those volunteers who have already signed up. 
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LWML - LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
 
It is time to think about purchasing school supplies and items for the health kits. Stores will 

soon begin running their ads for these materials. This allows us to obtain more supplies at a 

great savings in cost. Our goal this year is to obtain $450.00 in receipts. Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans will refund this amount through The Care Abounds in Communities Program. School 

bags, which are already cut, are available for those who wish to sew them. They are in a basket 

under the table in the narthex. A box marked LWML RECEIPTS will be on the table in the 

narthex to collect the receipts. IT IS IMPORTANT that you put your name, and appropriate time 

spent. (This includes travel time to and from the store as well as time spent purchasing the 

items.) Note whether you are a Thrivent member (Y or N will suffice.) Your name will be used 

only to count how many DIFFERENT PEOPLE have participated in this project and will not be 

used in our report to Thrivent. The total number of Thrivent Associate Members; Benefit 

Member and Non-members will be turned into the chapter. The number of people involved is 

important in securing future grants. During our 2008 project a number of people turned in 

more than one receipt. This aided us in reaching our projected monetary goal. A LIST OF 

SUPPLIES needed will be on the table in the narthex. This is a win-win situation! With your 

help we can truly make a difference. If you have any questions or comments regarding this 

project, you may contact Audrey Gronert at 452-5161. Thank you! 

LLL News
 
SHARE HIS STORY based on Psalms 66:16 is the theme of the 2009 International Lutheran
 

Laymen's League Convention. It will be in Greensboro, N.C. July 16 -19. Come and listen, all
 

you who fear God; let me tell you what he has done for me. This theme was chosen because
 

storytelling is deeply rooted in the history of North Carolina. By Gods grace, attendees will be
 

emboldened to share the story of salvation!
 

Speakers will include the speaker of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Ken Klaus; Phyllis Wallace of
 

Woman to Woman and since this is NASCAR country Ned Jarrett will share how he maintained
 

his relationship with Christ while carving out a niche in the world of auto racing. He is the
 

father of recently retired Dale Jarrett.
 

I have registration forms on the table in the narthex and a copy of THE LAYMAN with all the
 

detailed information. See me for extra forms if needed.
 

Herb Renken
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Sunday Monday Tuesday 

I 

\ June 2009 
----- ­ ,~ 

6I	 ! ,- I ~oard of Evangelism _ 

I No Meeting 

1	 I 

I 

7 8 am - Worship 
w/HC 
9:15 - 8.8. & Adult 
Bible 8tudy following 
Fellowship 
10:30 - Worship 

8 
7:00 pm-
Board of Trustees 
Meeting 

14 8 am - Worship 15 

13 

-~ 19 
Kearney/Duffy 2:00 pm­!9:15-8.8.&Adult	 I 
Wedding Rehearsal Kearney/Duffy Wedding Bible 8tudy following
 

Fellowship I
 
10:30 - WorshipI w/HC	 Vacation Bible School - I
 

June 15th 
- June 19th 

_
I 

~ .~~;~	 16_8:00 pm ----------- ~ I-=~~__+ 
21 8 am - Worship	 22 I 23 

I w/HC	 9:30 am ­
\ 9:15 - 8.8. & Adult I Ladies Morning Bible 2nd Annual Jr. Youth I Campout Ends 

Bible 8tudy following . StUdy I Campout c{> 

Fellowship
I 10:30 _Worship	 I 7:00 pm-
I Chur~h Council 

I Newsletter Deadline	 I Meetingr	 +--- -.------- ­ ~	 ~I-
I	 128 8 am - Worship 29 30 
i 9:15 - 8.8. & Adult II 

I Bible 8tudy following	 , 
I Fellowship	 I 
110:30 - Worship ! 

I w/HC i
I 
I,	 1I .•_. __I 




