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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

During this season of Lent we are going to look at sinful lies and how that compares to the God of truth. We
don’t have to look very far to see that we live in a world of lies. Take the former governor of our state. If you said his
hair was black, he’d tell you it was blond. He has been living in some alternate universe where truth-telling is non-
existent. We stand in amazement. But this is what the great liar of our world can do to people. The devil is real my
friends and we will see how he corrupted the hearts of people during Jesus’ time.

Jesus came for the Yiars of all time. Who is telling the truth on the so-called stimulus plan? Did I just lie by
calling it a stimulus? Steroids in baseball? Can we believe anything that is being said? Lying constantly bombards us.
We too may be guilty of some of the same things that are happening in our society. The devil works on our hearts too.
That is why the Way, the Truth and the Life had to come and suffer and dic and be raised again to life. The Lenten
season has a certain rhythm to it and we are about to start the dance.

Ash Wednesday will already have occurred by the time this little diatribe is safely in your hands. The rest of
our Lenten Worship is as follows:

March 4: Worship at 7:00 — Meal at 5:30 (free-will offering to Mary Eddy — Missionary to Macau)
March 11: Worship at 7.00 — Meal at 5:30 (free-will offering to Church Utilities)

March 18: Worship at 7:00 — Meal at 5:30 (free-will offering to Seminarian Goodman)

March 25: Worship at 7:00 — Meal at 5:30 (free-will offering to Wittenberg — ISU)

April 1: Worship at 7:00 — Meal at 5:30 (free-will offering to Good Shepherd VBS)

April 9: Maundy Thursday Worship w/Holy Communion at 7:00

April 10: Tre Ore Worship at Noon
Good Friday Tenebrac Worship w/Holy Communion at 7:00

April 12; Easter Worship w/Holy Communion at 7:00 a.m. (note the early time!) and 10:30 a.m.

Join us in the truth of God’s Word and the gift of our Savior — Jesus Christ.

In Christ’s Name,

Pastor Lueck
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JISUS EHRISTUS

DOMINUE EST

areas to which we really do not give adequate attention.

Unfortunately, at times when stewardship is discussed it is
done from the perspective of the Law, not the Gospel. In fact, it
may well be that a number of people think that stewardship is
only about raising funds for the church’s budget. That is gen-
uinely unfortunate, for, as we shall see, Christian stewardship is
much more than this.

To fully appreciate the privilege we have of being Christian
stewards, we need to return to those bedrock truths of the
Christian faith so that we will continually live in appreciation
of the glorious truths of God’s Word, truths that set us free for
lives of Christian stewardship.

Ihave a suspicion Christian stewardship is one of those

Why are we here?

The age-old question is this,“Why am I here?”We need to
admit that sometimes our answer goes something like this, “I
am here in order to accumulate as many things as I possibly
can in order to have a successtul life. I work to earn money to
buy more things”

But the real answer to that question is found in the first
book of the Bible, “God created man in His own image, in the
image of God He created him; male and female He created
them.” (Genesis 1:27). We are here because we are God’s
creation.

There was perfect and complete harmony between human
beings and God. He created mankind to be in perfect fellow-
ship with Him, reflecting His glory. He wanted this perfect
relationship to continue forever.

What went wrong?

When Adam and Eve fell into sin, the beautiful relation-
ship God intended them to have with Him was destroyed
through their sinful rebellion against Him.“In Adam all die” (1
Cor. 15:22). To this very day and hour this fall impacts all areas
of life.

From the moment of our conception we are sinful (Ps.
51:5). By nature, every thought and imagination of human
beings from their childhood is evil continually (Gen. 8:21).
Human beings, as they come into this world, are at war with
God (Rom. 8:7), and “alienated from the life of God” through
the ignorant blindness of their sinful condition (Eph.4:18).

What About. ..

Christian Stewardship

That is the most fundamental challenge and problem we
face in regard to Christian stewardship. Ever since the fall into
sin, human beings are always turned in upon themselves, with
lives that revolve around what they want, what they need, and
what they are concerned about.

Believers are constantly fighting against the old sinful flesh
that wants to pull them back into these old patterns of thought
and action.

How did God deal with our greatest need?

God promised to send a Savior when Adam and Eve fell
(Gen. 3:15). When the time had come, God sent His Son into
our world, to live perfectly under His Law,and to be the perfect
atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world (Gal. 4:4, 5). By His
innocent suffering and bitter death, our Lord Jesus Christ
opened to us the gates of paradise.

By the shedding of His holy, precious blood, Jesus has
cleansed you from all of your sin—all of it, not just some of
it—all of it. You are forgiven. Your debt is paid. In Christ, you
have become a new creation. He has opened all the doors that
sin had dlosed (Is. 59:2).

He has pulled us out of destruction and made us new crea-
tures to live under Him in His kingdom, serving Him in ever-
lasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness. We are
saved from eternal damnation and saved for an eternity of life
with God that begins right here and now.

The source and strength of Christian stewardship is the
blood-bought salvation that is so richly and daily given us in
Christ. We are given a new purpose in life and a new hope. We
are given new hearts and renewed minds. We are set on a new
path of life. We are freed from our former slavery to sinful pat-
terns of thought and action.

Having been saved redeemed and forgiven by our good
and gracious God, we now live in the reality of that salvation.
We realize that life is not just about us, but about God’s will for
us. We live now in the awareness that all things belong to God.
We are called to be stewards of those things God has entrusted
tous.

What is the steward’s highest priority?
Luke 19:11-27 is the parable of the talents. I would
encourage you to take a few moments to read this parable.



What About Christian Stewardship?

Here our Lord clearly indicates how He wishes us to be stew-
ards of His precious Gospel, the good news of salvation that is
ours in Christ. Jesus told this parable as He was on His way to
Jerusalem for the final time in His earthly life. He knew that
soon He would no longer be present visibly with His disciples.

God has given us the soul-saving and life-changing Gospel
through Word and Sacraments. These Gospel-treasures are to
be guarded, defended and preserved, as Jude 3 makes clear. We
are not, however,simply to bury these treasures, instead we are
to make good use of them!

Christian stewards use the treasure of the Gospel in their
own lives by faithfully gathering every Sunday around the
Word and Sacraments. There they receive the life and strength
and hope and power that makes Christian stewardship possi-
ble.We gather regularly with other Christians to study the Bible
s0 we can grow in our understanding and knowledge about
God's Holy Word. And having so gathered around Word and
Sacraments, we then are ready to“invest” these treasures.

Stewards don't just bury this treasure, they put it to work!
This is our sacred trust and responsibility. Christ wants us to
share the saving Gospel He has committed to our trust, so that
with it and through it, others may be won for Him for all eter-
nity (Mark 5:19-20). He died for all (2 Cor. 5:15) and it is His
will that none should perish, but that all should be brought to
repentance and faith (2 Peter 3:9).

As Christian stewards joyfully use the greatest gift of all—
the Gospel given through Word and Sacrament—they will
find that priorities in their life change and take on a new per-
spective. No longer do they find themselves living only for
themselves. Rather, they recognize they are part of the most
dramatic, exciting and wonderful life possible—life with God
and life in service to Him for the sake of others.

St. Paul puts it so beautifully when he writes in Galatians
2:20,“T have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I
who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I nowlive in
the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave Himself up for me”

How do Christian stewards use their material blessings?

The money that we have and all the things that we own—
all of them are God’s possessions. Everything in this life that
we have is a sacred trust from our heavenly Father (Hag. 2:8;
Lev.25:23; Ps. 50:10ff). Everything belongs to God. He allows
us to use His creation and intends it for our good.

The Apostle Paul puts matters quite clearly when he
writes, “We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain
that we can carry nothing out” (1 Tim. 6:7). Because this is

true, we need to realize that those things we have are not ours
to use in any way we choose.

When we talk about Christian stewardship then, we are
talking about a “big picture” view of how we manage and use
all that our good and gracious God has given to us,and that
certainly includes money. Some have more, some have less, but
all have the privilege, duty and responsibility to give sacrifi-
cially for the work of the Kingdom. Clearly then, it is our joyful
privilege and sacred duty to support the work of the church
through our financial offerings. We give too of our time and
our talents in the work of the church, giving as we have
received and sharing as we have been blessed.

We do this in order that the message of Christ and the
truth of His Word is spread abroad, through our own personal
efforts, and through the efforts of our congregation and our
district, and our Synod, as together we join hands to reach out
boldly with the Gospel—telling the good news of Jesus.

Conclusion

When we catch the vision of Christian stewardship that
flows from a Christ-centered and Gospel-centered under-
standing of God’s Word, we are able to put issues of our wealth
and possessions in proper perspective. They are not “ends”but
“means? They are the means by which our Lord provides for
our needs and the means by which He permits us to join
hands with fellow believers in supporting generously the work
of the church in reaching out with the message of forgiveness,
life and salvation in Christ.

How much can we give? How much are we to give? We do
not live under law, but under grace. Each of us needs prayer-
fully to determine what is most appropriate for their own situ-
ation. Many Christians have found giving a fixed percent of
their income to be the best way to be regular in their giving.

Because of what Christ has done, we are called to lives of
Christian stewardship—lives that reflect the glory of God.
Christian stewards are privileged by God tolive their lives in
grateful praise and thanksgiving to God, reflecting this mar-
velous truth from God’s almighty Spirit-filled Word:

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you
through His poverty might become rich” (2 Cor.8:9).

— DrA.L.Barry
President
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod



March 1

March 1

March 4

March 12
March 16
March 18
March 18
March 19
March 21
March 23
March 25
March 26
March 28
March 29
March 31

Michael Anderson March 1
John Rathinamoni March 1
Steve Parry March 1
Roxanne Ventimiglia March 3
Taylor Dirks March 4
Ruth Alvis March 8
Al Lockenvitz March 8
Diana Patterson March 11
Jillian Sompong March 13
Rhett Prescher March 13
Jennifer Cloyd March 16
Sherry Parker March 18
Brittny Bower March 19
Mary Anne Kirchner March 20
Robert Bier March 22
March 23
March 24
March 31
NEW MEMBERS

Betty Bittner
Lucas Schempp
Thomas Griffin
Jennifer Parry
Betty Bier
Mildred Durbin
Brendan Reichert
Linda Dirks
Mollie Hitch
Ryan Hitch
Johana Kirchner
Ruth Alvis
Lauren Thompson
Luanne Huth
Ellen Hardy
Reagen Miles
Carol Schroeder
Carin Henson

Joining Good Shepherd through transfer are Anthony “Tony” Gondick and Amanda
Gondick and their children Noah (6) and Adela (3). They reside at 302 S. Lincoln,
Downs, IL 61736. Their home phone number is (309) 378 -2390. Tony and Amanda
are both employed at State Farm. Tony’s interests include computers, audio-visual and
recording/editing. Amanda enjoys singing, deaf ministry and working with Lutherans

We also welcome to Good Shepherd Michael Kearney by way of transfer. Michael is
a student at Illinois State where he studies music/band. Michael will be married this
summer at Good Shepherd. His fiancée is Erica Duffy. Michael is also in the Army

National Guard. He lives at 301 S. Walnut, Apt. 3, in Normal. His cell phone number

is (309) 242-3422. His interests include music and reading.

Please take a moment to say hi to the new members of Good Shepherd.



___SCHEDULES PAGE FOR MARCH

DATE TIME ELDERS TIME
03/01/09 8:00 Communion Paul Gerike 10:30 A. M.
Field, N. Hardy Culp, Dirks
N. Hitch, R. Hitch
03/04/09 7:00 P.M. Paul Gerike
D. Orr, Semelka
03/08/09 8:00 A M. Rob Cochran 10:30 A. M. Communion
Davis, Kluender Andrew Cochran, Eikenberg
Brewer, Bryan Reichert
03/11/09 7:00 P.M. Rob Cochran
Beck, Noth
03/15/09 8:00 A. M. Communion Mike Field 10:30 A.M.,
Fuller, Gerike Mike Huth, Sompong
Parry, Ross
03/18/09 7:00 P.M. Mike Field
Hardy, Schempp
03/22/09 8:00 A.M. Dewey Beck 10:30 A.M. Communion
N. Hitch, R. Hitch Andrew Cochran, Culp
Dirks, R. Cochran
03/25/09 7:00 P.M. Dewey Beck
D. Orr, Field
03/29/09 8:00 A.M. Communion Nathan Kluender 10:30 A.M. Communion
Beck, Davis Brewer, Bryan Reichert
Noth, Semelka Eikenberg, Mike Huth
Date 8:00 AM 10:30 AM
March 1 Joann Hart Laurie Bliese
NURSERY |March8 Toni Lueck Heather Lowder
March 15 Angelina Rathinamoni Paula Hardy
WORKERS March 22 Dewey Beck Diana Patterson
March 29 Jill Holland Beth and Heidi Bliese
Date 8:00 AM. 10:30 A M.
Marchl Holden Lueck Justin Nelson
March 8 Johana Kirchner Alexandra Knuckey
March 15 Rachael Beck Maggie Bliese ACOLYTES
March 22 Alyssa Nelson Nolan Scholl
March 29 Matthew Holland Kaitlin Culp




“The Mountaineers”
ood Shepherd Lutherah Church
Jr. Youth Activity Calendar
Friday Night Events:
March 6% 6:30 — 8:30 pM

“Pete, the Second-Chanhce Wonder”
— (zO0d’s Forgiveness

March 20" 6:30 — 8:30 pt
“It’s Morphing Time” — Transformation

Apri| 17 6:30 — 8:30 ph
“Hammerhead, the Nap-Time Monitor®
— Doing Difficult Things For God

Gervice Project: Lenten Service — March 18™.

The Jr. Youth will be helping serve and Clean up at
the Lenten Supper sponsoring our Seminary
gtudent Harrison (oodman.

Come anhd joih the fun!

The Big Event! Save the Date!

PASSION NIGHT!!

No, hot that kind of passion, but Christ’s Passion!
Grrab Your sleeping bag and join us for our second
ahnual Junior Youth [Lock-In on Friday hight,
April 3 starting at 7:00pm and ending on
Gaturday, April 4" at 8:00am. We will have food,
fun, and fellowship all night long. (More info to
come!







SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Sunday School time is from 9:15 — 10:15 am.

Pastor Lueck is leading a Bible Study titled “Families of the Bible”.
Please join us downstairs at 9:15 a.m. Sunday mornings to hear about
families of the Bible.

Sunday School for the children begins at 9:15 a.m. in the church
sanctuary for opening and then they dismiss to their classes after
opening.

HIGH SCHOOL/COLLEGE BIBLE CLASS

We are meeting in the Conference Room each Sunday from

9:15-10:15 AM. Join us!

LADIES MORNING BIBLE STUDY for this month will be

held on Tuesday, March 10" and Tuesday, March 24™ from
9:30-10:30 am in the Board Conference Room

Won't you join this group of women who share their stories,
have their faith strengthened,
and pray for and encourage one another?
Call Laurie Bliese if you have any questions.
Babysitting is provided.

SUNDAY EVENING SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY

Small Group Bible Study will meet on Sunday, March 8" from 5-7:00 pm.
Please talk to Pastor Lueck if you have any questions.



LLL NEWS

The Christian Church today is under fire from all sides—spiritually, culturally,
politically, socially and morally! To thrive, the church needs spiritual muscle! Are
we up to the challenge? Phyllis Wallace of Lutheran Hour Ministries “Women to

Woman” radio program will be at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Altamont on
March 14 to speak at the Central lllinois District LLL convention. Her radio show

aims to apply God’s very practical love to the demands of everyday life. She

brings this out through interviews with prominent people. Come hear her on
March 14. Also, at the convention learn more about a new program called “The
Men Network.” This program provides resources to help men claim leadership in
their church and community, and most importantly as the spiritual leader of their
household. It is Christ-centered, web-based ministry designed to equip and
motivate men to greater levels of commitment, leadership, and service and they
become stronger disciples of Jesus Christ!

So plan on Saturday, March 14 to be in Altamont at Immanuel Lutheran to hear
these presentations. See Herb Renken for more information and registration

forms.
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