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Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church 

3516 White Eagle Drive 
Bloomington, Il. 61704 
Phone: 309-662-8905 

Fax: 309-664-6827 
E-Mail to Pastor: 

revbci@yahoo.com 
E-Mail to Church: 

goodshepherdblm@verizon.net 
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               STAFF 
              VOLUME 15 NUMBER 2 

 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 

 Lieutenant Paul Galanti, a US Navy pilot, spent 6 ½ years as a prisoner of war in North 

Vietnam.  The experience gave him a heightened sense of ordinary privileges that most of us take 

for granted.  Speaking nearly three decades after being released, Galanti said, ñThereôs no such 

thing as a bad day when thereôs a doorknob on the inside of the door.ò 

 

 

 After 2,300 straight days in a locked cell, you might consider the privilege of walking 

outside whenever you please to be one of lifeôs greatest luxuries.  You start taking nothing for 

granted. 

 

 

 The writer of Psalm 119 makes the startling statement, ñIt was good for me to be afflicted so 

that I might learn your decreesò (v. 71).  Out of his suffering, the psalmist gained a greater love for 

God and an increased appreciation for His commands.  ñBefore I was afflicted I went astray, but 

now I obey your Wordò (v. 67). 

 

 

 Perhaps you can identify with the words of the psalmist.  Youôve ñbeen thereò and you 

know what he means.  When the days are dark and relief is out of sight, we need to cling to what 

we know to be true about the goodness and faithfulness of our Lord.  And then, when He brings us 

out into the light, we too will see the results and thank God for the legacy of affliction. 

 

 

 Fitzhugh wrote this, ñIn times of greatest trouble,  

                                              Iôve learned to trust Godôs Word; 

                                              For through the Spiritôs teaching 

                                              My Saviorôs voice Iôve heard.ò 

 

 

     In Christ, 

 

     Pastor Lueck  

 

   PASTOR½S PAGE 
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          Chris Parker    President                663-6424 

          Jeff Piper            Vice President              379-2286 

Paula Hardy     Secretary                  829-8432 

Ruth Gerike     Treasurer                  663-4417 

Jane Cochran     Assistant Treasurer      661-9070       

 Emily Field     Finance Secretary      664-5998 

Paul Gerike     Elder Chairman       663-4417 

Sherry Parker     Education Chairman      663-6424 

          Carin Henson     Evangelism Chairman   662-5913 

Aimee Beam      Stewardship Chairman   664-1995 

Donald Gronert    Trustee Chairman       452-5161     

Rue Olson            Office Manager       662-8905 

           Sandy Cimbura    Office Assistant       662-8905 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Shepherdôs Staff 
 
The Shepherdôs Staff is a monthly publication 
of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
Bloomington, Il.  A non-profit organization, 
interested in sharing with members and 
friends the mission goals, and activities of the 
congregation.  We seek to challenge our 
members to grow in Christian faith through 
regular worship and Bible study, and find joy 
in serving others; helping them to follow in 
the Saviorôs footsteps. 
 
The Newsletter Staff 
Advisor    Pastor Chad Lueck 
Editor      Dawn Beck 
Assistant Sandy Cimbura 
Mailing    Volunteers of the                
                congregation. 
 
Articles, reports, etc are due on the Third 
Sunday of each month.  Leave items for 
publication in the Newsletter mail slot in the 
church office.   

 

Letter to the editor 
 

If you have any questions, 
comments or requests 

concerning the Shepherdôs 
Staff Newsletter, you may 
send them to the church 

office attention Newsletter 
editor. 

 

E-mail to Pastor Lueck  
revbci@yahoo.com 

E-mail to Good Shepherd 
goodshepherdblm@verizon.

net  

MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS: 

 
Baptized Members        
241 
 
 
Worship Average      140 
 
 
Communion Average      60 
 
   
1st Service          59 
 
 
2nd Service          81 

GOOD SHEPHERD OFFICERS 
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òThe Mountaineersó 
Good Shepherd  

Lutheran Church  
Jr. Youth Activi ty  

Calendar  
 

Friday Night 
Events:  
 

February 6 th  6:30 ð 8:30 pm 
òLittle Timmy, the Teenage Teacheró ð 
Living for God While Still a Young Man  
 

February 27 th  6:30 ð 8:30 pm 
òBeing a Christian Isnõt All Itõs  
Cracked Up to Beó ð Discipleship  
 

March 6 th  6:30 ð 8:30 pm 
òPete, the Second-Chance Wonderó ð 
Godõs Forgiveness 
 

March 20 th  6:30 ð 8:30 pm 
òItõs Morphing Timeó ð Transformation  
 

Service Activity:   òParentsõ 
Night Outó 
 

Saturday, Februa ry 14th  5:00 ð 9:00 pm.  
 

The Jr. Youth are sponsoring the First 
Annual  Parentsõ Night Out ð A time to 
say thank you to the parents of Good 
Shepherd by offering a movie, snacks and 
activities for children while their parents 
have a night out!  Please let C hris and 
Sherry know if you will be able to come 
for this event ð We need everyoneõs help! 

But We 

Have So 

Many 

Still in 

the 

Freezer! 

I Told 

You 

ñNo 

More 

Hotdogs!

ò 
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February 3  Charles Nottingham 

February 4  Betty Bier 

February 4  Emily Field 

February 6  Ryan Hitch 

February 6  Teresa Logue 

February 6  Jeffrey Semelka 

February 7  Betty Bittner 

February 7  Toni Lueck 

February 7  Jennifer Parry 

February 9  Justin McMeely 

February 10  Herb Renken 

February 12  Mollie Hitch 

February 17  Nicole Anderson 

February 17  Cassandra Fortney 

February 17  Sandy Williams 

February 19  Elizabeth Beam 

February 23  Luanne Huth 

February 24  Heather Lowder 

February 25  Brendan Reichert 

February 25  Tiffani Yastremski 

February 28  Betty Lockenvitz 

February 28  Jamie Nord 

February 28  Lucas Schempp 

 

 

 

 

 

February 8  Brian Hitch 

February 8  Nicholas Hitch 

February 9  Gregory McNeely 

February 10  Tanner Hitch 

February 14  Matthew Culp 

February 17  Robert Hanner 

February 17  Teresa Logue 

February 18  Georgia Boriack 

February 18   Ann Brock 

February 18  Melody Ward 

February 19  Kaitlin Culp 

February 20   Travis Henson 

February 23  Abby Dirks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARI

Dewey and Dawn Beck 04/16/1994 

 

Vic and Betty Bittner  04/21/1946 

 

Jerry and Jacki Semelka 04/22/1972 

 

 

Lutheran Hour Ministries  
 

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES (LHM) proclaims Godôs truth in a world where Satan tries to 

quiet down, drown out and shut up the message of hope that we have in Jesus Christ. Lutheran Hour 

Ministries works to proclaim that message loud and clear all over the world. With offices in more than 

40 countries, LHM proclaims the same Gospel message: the pure and powerful message of the 

Saviorôs love. It will not be silenced!  

LHM is independently funded. It receives no direct support from the Lutheran Church Missouri 

Synod. LHM reaches out in direct proportion to the support it receives from generous Christians. On 

February 22 Good Shepherd will observe LHM Sunday. Please help us share Christôs message of 

hope! 

 To learn more go to www.lhm.org/LHMSunday 
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Date 8:00 AM 10:30 AM 

February 1 Jill Holand Sheri Piper 

February 8 Stephanie Schempp Stacia Dowell 

February 15 Tammy Scholl Jennifer McCarron 

February Dawn Beck  Todd Lowder 

Date 8:00 A.M. 10:30 A.M. 

February 1 Maria Kirchner Travis Henson 

February 8 Ben Holland Karson Lueck 

February 15 Ethan Bliese Morgan Knuckey 

February 22 Joshua Parry Nicholas Henson 

February 25 7:00 P. M.  Lucas Schempp 

SCHEDULES PAGE FOR FEBRUARY  

DATE TIME ELDERS TIME 

02/01/09 8:00 Communion 

Beck, N. Hitch 

R. Hitch, Semelka 

John Hardy 10:30 A. M. 

Brewer, Sompong 

02/08/09 8:00 A.M.  

Field, Hardy 

Nathan 

Kluender 

10:30 A.M. Communion 

Andrew Cochran, Bryan 

Reichert, Dirks, R. 

Cochran 

 

02/15/09 8:00 A.M. 

Communion 

D. Orr, Davis 

Kluender, Noth 

Steve Parry 10:30 A. M. 

Culp, Eikenberg 

02/22/09 8:00 A.M.  

Fuller, Ross 

 

 

Barry Hamlin 

 

 

 

10:30 A.M. Communion 

Bryan Reichert, Brewer 

Mike Huth, Sompong 

02/25/09 7:00 P. M. 

Communion 

Beck, Gerike 

Parry, Schempp 

 

 

Barry Hamlin  

  
NURSERY          

WORKERS 

 

ACOLYTES 
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Valentineôs Day, Ground Hogôs Day, and Presidentôs Day 
 

When you ask people about what happens in February they will most probably say 

ñValentineôs Day.ò  And that certainly is a day to remember and practice what real love is 

all about.  How sweet to be part of a family where the love of Valentineôs Day is 

practiced, not only between husbands and wives, but also between family members and 

friends.  As the Bible teaches, ñhow sweet it is when people live together in peace and 

harmony.ò 

 

Some other people may point out that February includes celebrating Ground Hogôs Day, 

a time that according to lore predicts how many more weeks of winter are left.  Most 

people hope that ñPunxsutawney Philò will not see his shadow when he peeks out of his 

hiding hole.  That is supposed to mean that a shorter winter and milder weather are on the 

horizon. 

 

There is another event that takes place in February and that is ñPresidentsô Day,ò when 

we remember and give thanks to God for good presidents like George Washington and 

Abraham Lincoln.  ñPresidentsô Dayò is a reminder that as citizens of this great and 

blessed country we owe respect, loyalty and service to our country and our leaders. By 

Godôs goodness we are citizens of this great country and thus have an obligation to love, 

respect and serve our country as good and Godly citizens. 

 

This privilege of being Americans and serving our country with respect and loyalty 

reminds us of an even great citizenship, namely that of being the children of God through 

faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord, and the respect and loyalty that we are to 

demonstrate as children of the Heavenly Father.  What an honor!  What a privilege!  

Because of what Jesus has done for us we are ñGodôs redeemed stewards, in partnership 

with and encouragement from fellow redeemed stewards, who freely and joyfully 

manage all of life and lifeôs resources for Godôs purposes.ò  As St. Paul wrote in 1 

Corinthians 13:7:  ñIf you love someone you will always be loyal to him whatever the 

costéò (Living Bible). 

 

God has done so much for us in Christ.  We can offer only our thanks and praise and that 

is best expressed when we live as Godôs stewards ñfreely and joyfully managing all of 

life and lifeôs resources for His purposes.ò 

 

May all that we do in giving of our time, talent and treasure reflect our love and loyalty to 

our God who first loved us!  (1 John 4:19) 
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Valentineõs Day 

Parentsõ Night Out 
 

Saturday, February 14th   5:00 ð 9:00 pm. 

Sponsored and Hosted by the JR. Youth. 
 

Are you ready for a night out with your sweetheart or 

just a quiet evening at home to celebrate Valentineõs Day? 

 

The Junior Youth Group will be hosting a special evening for our  

 Good Shepherd Church Family!  We will provide: 

 

 Child Care 

 Dinner Snack including hotdogs, chips, drinks, popcorn. 

 Movie ð we will be watching Disneyõs WALL·E, starting at 6:00 pm 

 Valentine Craft Activity 

 

Children are welcome to come for the 

entire evening or whatever length of time 

works for your plans.  All children must be 

picked up by 9:00 pm! 

 

The event is a Service Project for the 

Junior Youth.  A free-will offering may be 

given. 

 

Please RSVP for this event.  Sign-up Poster 

in back of church.  We need to get a child 

count for food and supplies. 

 

For more information, see Chris and 

Sherry Parker 

 Home:  663-6424 

 Email: GS_JR_YOUTH@comast.com 
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Choir has started practice again.  

We meet at 7:00 p.m. every 

Wednesday.  Weôre preparing music 

for Lent and Easter and we need 

extra voices!  Come and join us!  

Email Steve Parry for more details 

at separry51@mac.com 

 

Fellowship Host Volunteers needed to serve 

coffee and donuts starting February 8
th
.  Hereôs 

yet another way to serve your church.  Families, 

couples or groups may volunteer for a regular 

week (2
nd

 Sunday of each month) or individual 

dates by contacting Rue or Sandy in the church 

office. Thank you. 

 

   

 OUR CHURCH ANNIVERSARY:   As you are aware by 

now (through a church letter) we will be having our 

Anniversary Worship Service on Sunday, February 8
th
.  

Following the 10:30 service we will be having a 

Congregational Dinner.  Immediately preceding the 

dinner, there will be a brief Voterôs meeting to elect a 

Circuit Counselor. 


